
201sor--Q!{
AN ORDINANCE

of the
ctw oF

Xl o"""or.o l-l ,o, orr"or.o l-l vEroED

/aI st Readino

I lro lzors
Relened lo {nam€ o0 Comrnitlee

€tEcTroPS
Publh Heaing

2nd Reading aM Final Passage

Jlz{ lzar s MINNEAPOL!S
By Frey

Amending Title 8.5, Chafier 165 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Elections: ln
General.

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That Section 165.20 of the above-entitled ordinance be and is hereby repealed.

f'55,J$,frar+M.rje&

lursuant te the auth€rity and dire€tien proyided in taws of Minnes€ta 199+ ehapter 512, the Ward

B€undary FlaG adepted by the eiry &eapp€rti€nment Cemmissien en April 1, 1992, a5 shewn in

@
Ward 3, tre€in€t 5 €ensists ef the follewing area:

t#a+d-rein€t4}:

The ward + lre€inet lf nerthern pre€in€t beundary is the same as the seuthern beundary fer ward 3,

P+e€an€tsC

Section 2. That Chapter 155 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by adding thereto a

new Section 155.20 to read as follows:

165.20. Compensation of Election Judges and Serreants at Arms.

The compensation of election iudses and serseants at arms shall be fortv (401 oercent qreater than the
prevailinq minimum waee as defined bv state law unless the CiW Council sets a different rate.

M-- lw lon$

Certilied as an otlicial action of the City Council:

FECOHO vorE)

COUNCIL
MEMBEF

ABSTAIN ABSENT VOTE TO VOTE TO
SUSTATN

COUNCIL ABSTAIN AESENT VOTE TO VOTE TO

Reich x Glidden x
Gordon Y Cano x
F'ey x Bender x
B Johnson x Ouincy x
Yang X A Johnson x
Warsame x Palmisano I
Goodman x

ADOPTED JUL 2 4 2015

MAYOR HODGES



2O15-Or-ob5
AN ORDINANCERel€ned lo (name o0 Co.nmitl6e

€cWTroNS
Publb Headng

la
of the

CITY OF
MINNEAPOLIS

By Frey

Amending Title 8.5, Chapter 167 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to Elections:

Municipal Elections: Rules of Conduct.

The city Council of the city of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That Section 167.20 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:

167.20. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall have the meanings respectively

ascribed to them in this section:

Botch eliminotion means a simultaneous defeat of multiple continuing candidates for whom it is

mathematically impossible to be elected.

Chief election officiol means the city clerk and includes the city clerk's designee(s).

Continuing condidote means a candidate who has been neither elected nor defeated.

Declored write-in condidote(s) means a candidate(s) who has filed a written request in accordance with

section 157.45.

Exhousted bollot means a ballot that cannot be advanced under section 157.60(cX2) or section

167.70(cX2).

Highest continuing ronking means the ranking on a voter's ballot with the lowest numerical value for a

continuing candidate.

Methendtieelly inp

Mothemoticollv eliminoted bv the next hioher current vote total comoorison means either:.

(1) The candidate could never win because his or her current vote total plus all votes that could possibly

be transferred to him or her in future rounds (from candidates with fewer votes, tied candidates, surplus

votes, and from undeclared write-in candidates) would not be enough to equal or surpass the candidate

with the next higher current vote total; or

(2) The candidate has a lower current vote total than a candidate who is described by (1).

2M Roadrng and Final Passage
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Mothemoticollv eliminoted bv the sum of oll ronked-choice votes comporison means.

(1) For Srnole-seot Erections: The candidate could never win because the sum of all ranked-choice votes

for that candidate is less than the hiehest current vote total.

(21 For Murt pre-Seot E/ectiors: The candidate could never win because the sum of all ranked-choice

votes for that candidate would not be enouqh to eoual or surDass the current vote total(sl of anv of the
too "t''continuins candidate(s) with the hiqhest current vote total(s). where "t''eauals the number of
seats vet to be filled for the offlce.

Mothemoticollv impossible to be eleded means:

(1) Mathematicallv eliminated bv the next hiqher current vote total comoarison.

(2) Mathematicallv eliminated bv the sum of all ranked-choice votes comDarison.

Moximum possible threshold means the number of votes sufficient for a candidate to be elected under a

first ranked choice tabulation under sections 157.50(b) and 167.70(b). ln any given election, the
maximum possible threshold equals the total ballots cast that include votes, undervotes, skipped

rankings, e+ gld overvotes for the office, divided by the sum of one (1) plus the number of offices to be

filled, then adding one (1), disregarding any fractions. Maximum Possible Threshold = ((Total ballots cast

that include votes, undervotes, skipped rankings, er q19l overvotes for the office)/(Seats to be elected +

1)) +1, with any fractions disregarded.

An overvote occurs when a voter ranks more than one (1) candidate at the same ranking.

Portiolly defective borlot means a ballot that is defective to the extent that the election judges are

unable to determine the voter's intent with respect to the office being counted.

Rdnked-choice voting means an election method in which voters rank candidates for an office in order of
their preference and the ballots are counted in rounds and votes, or fractions thereof, are distributed to
candidates according to the preferences marked on each ballot as described in sections 167.50 and

167.70 of this chapter.

Ronked-choice voting tabutation center means one (1) or more locations selected by the chief election

official for the tabulation of votes.

Sonk ng means the number assigned by a voter to a candidate to express the voter's preference for that
candidate. Ranking number one (1) is the highest ranking. A ranking of lower numericalvalue indicates a

greater preference for a candidate than a ranking of higher numericalvalue.

Repeot condidote ranking occurs when a voter ranks the same candidate at multiple rankings for the
office being counted-

Round means an instance of the sequence of voting tabulation steps established in sections 167.60 and

167.70 of this chapter.

Skipped ronking occurs when a voter leaves a ranking blank and ranks a candidate at a subsequent
ranking.
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Sum of o// ronked-chorte yotes means the sum of all votes for a candidate at everv rankins for an office.
including all reoeat candidate rankings.

surprus means the total number of votes cast for an elected candidate in excess of the threshold.

Surplus fraction of a vote means the proportion of each vote to be transferred when a surplus is

transferred. The surplus fraction is calculated by dividing the surplus by the total votes cast for the
elected candidate, calculated to four (4) decimal places, ignoring any remainder. Surplus fraction of a
vote = (Surplus of an elected candidate)/(Total votes cast for elected candidate), calculated to four (4)

decimal places, ignoring any remainder.

Threshold means the number of votes sufficient for a candidate to be elected. ln any Saven election, the
threshold equals the total votes counted in the first round after removing partially defective ballots,

divided by the sum of one (U plus the number of offices to be filled, then adding one (1), disregarding

any fractions. Threshold = ((Total votes cast)/(Seats to be elected + 1)) +1, with any fractions

disregarded.

Tronsfer volue means the fraction of a vote that a transferred ballot will contribute to the next ranked

continuing candidate on that ballot. The transfer value of a vote cast for an elected candidate is

calculated by multiplying the surplus fraction by its current value, calculated to four (4) decimal places,

ignoring any remainder. The transfer value of a vote cast for a defeated candidate is the same as its

current value.

Tronsferable yote means a vote or a fraction of a vote for a candidate who has been either elected or

defeated.

Totally defective borrot means a ballot that is defective to the extent that the election judges are unable

to determine the voter's intent for any office on the ballot.

Undeclored write-in condidote means a write-in candidate who is not a declared write-in candidate.

An undewote occurs when a voter does not rank any candidates for an office.

Section 2. That Section 167.40 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:

167.10. Ranked{hoice voting tabulation center'

The chief election official shall designate one (1) or more locations to serve as the ranked-choice voting

tabulation center.
teh*la+ioni Tabulation of votes must be conducted as described in sections 167.60 and 167.70 of this

chapter.

Section 3. That Section 167.60 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:

167.50. Tabulation of votes; single-s€at elections.

(al Applicobility.fhis section applies to a ranked-choice voting election in which one (1) seat in an office

is to be filled from a single set of candidates on the ballot. The method of tabulating ranked-choice votes
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for single-seat elections as described in this section must be known as the "single-seat single

transferable vote" method of tabulation.

lbl First ronked choice tobulotion A first ranked choice tabulation shall be done under this clause

before a tabulation as described in clause (c). A first ranked choice tabulation will consist of a first round
only. Under the first ranked choice tabulation, the vote total will be the sum of the number one (1)

ranked votes. The maximum possible threshold must be determined. lf the vote total for a candidate,

other than an undeclared or a declared write-in candidate, is equal to or greater than the maximum
possible threshold, that candidate is declared elected and the tabulation is complete. lf the vote total for
no candidate, other than an undeclared or a declared write-in candidate, is equal to or greater than the
maximum possible threshold, a tabulation, as described in clause (c), shall be done.

(cl Tobulotion of round(s).

(1) Tabulation of votes at the ranked-choice voting tabulation center must proceed in rounds for each

office to be counted. The threshold must be calculated. The sum of all ranked-choice votes for everv

candidate must be calculated. Each round must proceed sequentially as follows:

a. The number of votes cast for each candidate, as indicated by the highest continuing ranking on each

ballot, must be counted. lf a candidate, other than an undeclared write-in candidate, has a vote total
that is equal to or greater than the threshold, that candidate is declared elected and the tabulation is

complete. lf no candidate, other than an undeclared write-in candidate, has a vote total that is equal to
or greater than the threshold, a new round begins and the tabulation must continue as described in

clause b.

b. At the beginning of the second round only, all undeclared write-in candidates and all candidates for
whom it is mathematically impossible to be elected must be defeated simultaneously. For rounds

subsequent to the second round, all candidates for whom it is mathematically impossible to be elected

must be defeated simultaneously. Votes for the defeated candidates must be transferred to each

ballot's next-ranked continuing candidate, except votes for candidates defeated in the final round are

not transferred il by their defeat, the number of continuing candidates is reduced to one (1). lf no

candidate can be defeated under this clause, the tabulation must continue as described in clause c.

Otherwise, the tabulation must continue as described in clause d.

c. The candidate with the fewest votes is defeated. Votes for the defeated candidate must be

transferred to each ballot's next-ranked continuing candidate, except votes for candidates defeated in

the final round are not transferred il by their defeat, the number of continuing candidates is reduced to

one (1). Ties between candidates with the fewest votes must irmmediately-+nd-publiely be deeided

resolvedbylotbythechiefelectionolficial@.Thecandidate
chosen by lot must be defeated. The result of the tie resolution must be recorded and reused in the
event of a recount.

d. The procedures in clauses a. to c. must be repeated until one (1) candidate reaches the threshold, or
until only one (1) continuing candidate remains. lf only one (1) continuinB candidate remains, that
continuing candidate must be elected. ln the case of a tie between two (2) or more continuing

candidates, the tie must be de€ided by lot as preyided in Minneapelis €harter €hapter ?r 'eetien '2 be

resolved bv lot bv the chief election official. The result of the tie resolution must be recorded and reused

in the event of a recount. A tied candidate chosen by lot must be defeated. When only one (1)

continuing candidate remains after a tie has been deekled resolved by lot bv the chief election official.
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that continuing candidate must be elected and the votes of the tied candidate chosen by lot will be

retained.

(2) When a skipped ranking, overvote or repeat candidate ranking is encountered on a ballot, that
ballot shall count towards the highest continuing ranking that is not a skipped ranking, an overvote or
repeat candidate ranking. lf any ballot cannot be advanced because no further continuing candidates

are ranked on that ballot, or because the only votes for further continuing candidates that are ranked on

that ballot are either overvotes or repeat candidate rankings, the ballot shall not count towards any

candidate in that round or in subsequent rounds for the office being counted.

Section 4. That Section 167.70 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:

157.70. Tabulation of votes, multiple-seat elections,

lal Applicobility. fh is section applies to a ranked-choice voting election in which more than one (1) seat

in office is to be filled from a single set of candidates on the ballot. The method of tabulating ranked-

choice votes for multiple-seat elections as described in this section must be known as the "multiple-seat
single transferable vote" method of tabulation.

lb) First ronked choice tobulotion A first ranked choice tabulation shall be done under this clause

before a tabulation as described in clause (c). A first ranked choice tabulation will consist of a first round

only. Under the first ranked choice tabulation, the vote total will be the sum of the number one (1)

ranked votes. The maximum possible threshold must be determined. lf the number of candidates, other
than any undeclared or declared write-in candidate, whose vote total is equal to or Ereater than the

maximum possible threshold is equal to the number of seats to be filled, those candidates are declared

elected and the tabulation is complete. lf the number of candidates, other than any undeclared or
declared write-in candidate, whose vote total is equal to or greater than the maximum possible

threshold is less than the number of seats to be filled, a tabulation, as described in clause (c), shall be

done.

lcl Tobulotion of round(s).

(U Tabulation of votes at the ranked-choice voting tabulation center must proceed in rounds for each

office to be counted. The threshold must be calculated. The sum of all ranked-choice votes for everv

candidate must be calculated. Each round must proceed sequentially as follows:

a. The number of votes cast for each candidate for the current round must be counted. lf the number

of candidates, other than any undeclared write-in candidate, whose vote total is equal to or greater than

the threshold is equal to the number of seats to be filled, those candidates who are continuing

candidates are elected and the tabulation is complete. lf the number of candidates, other than any

undeclared write-in candidate, whose vote total is equal to or greater than the threshold is not equal to
the number of seats to be filled, a new round begins and the tabulation must continue as described in

clause b.

b. Surplus votes for any candidates whose vote total is equal to or greater than the threshold must be

calculated.

c. At the beginnin8 of the second round only, after any surplus votes are calculated but not yet

transferred, all undeclared write-in candidates and all candidates for whom it is mathematically



ll
impossible to b€ elected must be defeated simultaneously. For rounds subsequent to the second round,

after any surplus votes are calculated but not yet transferred, all candidates for whom it is

mathematically impossible to be elected must be defeated simultaneously. Votes for the defeated

candidates must be transferred to each ballot's next-ranked continuing candidate, except votes for

candidates defeated in the final round are not transferred if, by their defeat, the number of continuing

candidates is reduced to the number of seats yet to be filled. lf no candidate can be defeated under this

clause, the tabulation must continue as described in clause d. Otherwise, the tabulation must continue

as described in clause a.

d. The candidate with the largest surplus is declared elected and that candidate's surplus is

transferred. A tie between two (2) or more candidates must immediet€ly-a{d-pubklY be resolved by lot

bythechiefelectionofficial@.Thesurplusofthecandidate
chosen by lot must be transferred before other transfers are made. The result of the tie resolution must

be recorded and reused in the event of a recount. The transfer value of each vote cast for an elected

candidate must be transferred to the next continuing candidate on that ballot. lf no candidate has a

surplus, the tabulation must continue as described in clause e. Otherwise, the tabulation must continue

as described in clause a.

e. lf there are no transferable surplus votes, the candidate with the fewest votes is defeated. Votes for

a defeated candidate are transferred at their transfer value to each ballot's next-ranked continuing

candidate, except votes for candidates defeated in the final round are not transferred if, by their defeat,

the number of continuing candidates is reduced to the number of seats yet to be filled. Ties between

candidates with the fewest votes must be deeided resolved by lot bv the chief election official, and the

candidate chosen by lot must be defeated. The result of the tie resolution must be recorded and reused

in the event of a recount.

f. The procedures in clauses a. to e. must be repeated until the number of candidates whose vote total

is equal to or greater than the threshold is equal to the number of seats to be filled, or until the number

of continuing candidates is equal to the number of seats yet to be filled. lf the number of continuing

candidates is equal to the number of seats yet to be filled, any remaining continuin8 candidates must be

declared elected. ln the case of a tie between two (2) or more continuing candidates, the tie must be

let-mu5t-Hefuated be resolved bv lot bv the chief election official. The result of the tie resolution must

be recorded and reused in the event of a recount. Candidates defeated under this clause in the final

round will retain their votes.

(2) When a skipped ranking, overvote or repeat candidate ranking is encountered on a ballot, that

ballot shall count towards the highest continuing ranking that is not a skipped ranking, an overvote or

repeat candidate ranking. lf any ballot cannot be advanced because no further continuing candidates

are ranked on that ballot, or because the only votes for further continuing candidates that are ranked on

that ballot are either overvotes or repeat candidate rankings, the ballot shall not count towards any

candidate in that round or in subsequent rounds for the office being counted'

Section 5. That Chapter 167 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by adding thereto a

new Section !67 -75 to read as follows:

167.75. Ties resolved bY lot.

(a) t /ho resolves o tie bv /ot. The chief election official must resolve a tie bv lot.
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(b) ivofice to cond,Uotes with t ed votes. The chief election official must notifv all candidates with tied

votes that the tie will be resolved bv lot, exceot those candidates who have not orovided contact

information that would allow notice under this section. This notice must be sent at least one hour orior

to resolvins the tie bv lot. The notice must be sent throuqh a medium that would qenerallv be capable

of reaching a person within the one-hour period, such as face-to-face. a fax. an e-mail, an instant

messaqe, a text, a video chat. a telephone call, or a voicemail. The chief election official mav consider

the oreference of each candidate for the medium throush which the notice would be orovided. The

chief election official is not reouired to confirm that the notice is received bv a candidate before

resolvins a tie bv lot. A tie mav be resolved bv lot even thoush some or all of the candidates who have

tied votes are not Dresent.

(cl Witnesses. The resolvine of the tie bv lot must be witnessed bv two election iudses who are

members of different maior oolitical parties.

(d) yideo. The resolvins of the tie bv lot mav be recorded throuqh anv audio and visual recordins

technoloPv.

(el Medio. The chief election official mav contact the media to view the chief election olficial resolve a

tie bv lot.

(f) procedures. The chief election official mav establish written orocedures for implementinq this section.

Section 6. That Section 167.140 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as follows:

167,140. Pfif,sry{ete Deadline for primarv campaign reports pursuant to Minn. stat. 0 3838.048.

For the sole purpose of filing orimarv campaign reports pursuant to Minn. Stat. 5 3838.048, subd. 1, the

City adoots the orimarv

election date for municipal primaries as determined bv Minnesota Statutes during citv municipal

election years as+Ha+e+o+-a-retule+frimarf. €ampaig{+ Primarv campaisn reports will be due one (1}

week prior to this date, as provided in Minn. stat. I 3838.048, subd. 1, as if a primary were being held

for such elective offices, notwithstanding the elimination of primary elections for g!1y municipal offices

pursHant te Minr€a .

AOOPTED

JUL 3 0 2015M-
I{OOGES

Certilied as an official aclion of lhe City Council:

FECOBO voTE)

COUNCIL A&STAIN ABSENT voTE to
OVEFFIDE

VOTE TO
SUSTAIN

COUNCIL AYE AESTAIN ABSENT VOTE TO
OVEFFIOE

voTEfo

Reich ( Glidden x
Gordon X Cano (
Frey x Bender x
B Johnson Y Ouincy x
Yang X A Johnson x
Warsame \ Palmisano x
Goodman )

X o"""or=o l-l *o, or""ovED l-l vEroED

ATTEST

JUL 2 a 295

MAYOR DATE


