
  

 

   

 

 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Property Location: 500 6th Street South 

Project Name:  The Minneapolis Armory Nomination of Local Historic Landmark Designation 

Prepared By: Brian Schaffer, Principal City Planner, (612) 673-2670 

Applicant: D. Craig Taylor, Executive Director, Community Planning & Economic 
Development (CPED) for the City of Minneapolis 

Project Contact:  Brian Schaffer 

Ward: 7, adjacent to Ward 3 

Neighborhood: Elliot Park Neighborhood Inc. adjacent to Downtown Minneapolis 
Neighborhood Association (DMNA) 

Request:  Nomination for designation as an historic landmark 

HISTORIC PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Current Name The Minneapolis Armory 

Historic Name The Minneapolis Armory 

Historic Address 500 6th Street South 
Original 
Construction Date 1935 and 1936 

Original Owner  

Original Architect Philip C. Bettenburg 

Original Builder  

Historic Use Armory 

Current Use Parking 

Proposed Use Event center and or other uses 

Other Historical 
Designations National Register of Historic Places – Listed 1985 

  

CPED STAFF REPORT 
Prepared for the Heritage Preservation Commission 

HPC Agenda Item #2 
January 19, 2016 

BZH-29006 



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 
BZH-29006 

 

 

 
2 

SUMMARY 

BACKGROUND. D. Craig Taylor, the Executive Director of Community Planning & Economic 
Development (CPED) for the City of Minneapolis, has submitted a nomination of the Minneapolis 
Armory for consideration as a local historic landmark.  The building was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places on September 26, 1985. 

Constructed in 1935 and 1936, the Minneapolis Armory embodies the distinctive characteristics of the 
Public Works Administration Moderne style of architecture, possessing elements of both the Zigzag 
Moderne and Streamline Moderne styles, as evidenced by its minimal, angular decorations; rounded 
corners, smooth stone surfaces, and massing.  Architect Philip C. Bettenburg designed the building for 
Minnesota National Guard and Naval Militia units.  Bettenburg experienced great success as a soldier, 
rising through the ranks of the Minnesota National Guard and eventually attaining the rank of Major 
General.  As a civilian, his sizeable St. Paul-based architecture firm specialized in designing armories, 
many of which were constructed throughout the state.  The building is also considered significant for its 
use of the Wheeler Shear Head, patented by Minneapolis engineer Walter Wheeler, to create a special 
flat-slab floor that does not require column capitals, beams, or dropped panels.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS. Staff has not received any comments at the time of the publication of this 
staff report. Any correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded on to the 
Heritage Preservation Commission for consideration.  

ANALYSIS 

CONSIDERATION FOR NOMINATION 
Per section 599.230 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations, the Heritage Preservation Commission 
shall review all complete nomination applications. If the Heritage Preservation Commission determines 
that a nominated property or property appears to meet at least one of the criteria for designation 
contained in section 599.210 the commission may institute interim protection and direct the planning 
director to prepare or cause to be prepared a designation study of the property. 

Significance. The nominated property appears to meet at least one of the seven criteria for 
designation contained in section 599.210. The property may meet additional criteria of significance.  A 
full review will be undertaken during the designation study. 
 

Criterion 3: The property contains or is associated with distinctive elements of city or neighborhood identity. 

 The Minneapolis Armory is a distinctive element of downtown Minneapolis identity.  

 

Criterion 4:  The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural or engineering type or 
style, or method of construction. 

The Minneapolis Armory embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Public Works 
Administration Moderne style of architecture, possessing elements of both the Zigzag 
Moderne and Streamline Moderne styles, as evidenced by its minimal, angular 
decorations; rounded corners, smooth stone surfaces, and massing.   

https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.230CODENO
https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
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  The building is also considered significant for its use of the Wheeler Shear Head, 
patented by Minneapolis engineer Walter Wheeler, to create a special flat-slab floor that 
does not require column capitals, beams, or dropped panels 

 

Criterion 6: The property exemplifies the works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen 
or architects. 

Architect Philip C. Bettenburg designed the building for Minnesota National Guard and 
Naval Militia units.  Bettenburg experienced great success as a soldier, rising through the 
ranks of the Minnesota National Guard and eventually attaining the rank of Major 
General.  As a civilian, his sizeable St. Paul-based architecture firm specialized in 
designing armories, many of which were constructed throughout the state.   

The Wheeler Shear Head, patented by Minneapolis engineer Walter Wheeler, to create 
a special flat-slab floor that does not require column capitals, beams, or dropped panels. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 
Preservation Commission adopt staff findings for the nomination by D. Craig Taylor for the property at 
500 6th Street South for designation as a landmark: 

A. Nomination for Designation as a Landmark. 

Recommended motion: Approve the nomination of 500 6th Street South as an historic 
landmark; establish interim protection; and direct the Planning Director to prepare or cause 
to be prepared a designation study. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Nomination Application 
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