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PROJECT BACKGROUND
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The 7th St connection is consistent with the City
of Minneapolis’ Access Minneapolis Downtown
Action Plan (2007) and would be the one-

way couplet with 6th Street that connects to
downtown via I-94 on the east similar to the
way It connects to 1-394 on the west side.
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Source: MetroGIS, Met Council, and the City‘of Minheapolis
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< Downtown Action Plan

As part of the 2013 Transportation Economic
Development (TED) Program the City of Minneapolis
applied for funding to reorient the [-94 westbound off
ramp to connect with 7th Street instead of 5th Street and
repurposing the existing 5th Street off-ramp bridge. The
City was successful in receiving $6.79M as part of the TED
program and Is currently working towards developing a
concept layout and a Staff Approved layout for the |-94
West to 7th Street connection.

LaSalle and 1st Avenues South north of
Franklin Avenue to two-way operation

Change 2nd Ave N to two-way
Change 10th Street HOV ramp to mixed use

Design and implement changes to 10th Ave
South to create connection to 7th Street

< '\‘K‘

N
&«
@

')

D
Y x"’
9

255 ¢
)
»
®
%

£

2

4
%,

)
%,

Euture Base

taiu ‘

Target

NICOLLET AVE

Future SW LRT (Alt)

16THSTE

Figure 15: Proposed Changes in Downtown Street System
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S-9 Design and construct new 7th Street ramp
from 1-94 East

S-10 Design and construct changes to 3rd Street
and Washington Ave interchanges at I-35W

S-11 Design and construct changes to -394/
Third Avenue Distributor ‘bottleneck’
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Downtown Action Plan

Legend

o Hiawatha Corridor Light Rail & Stations (EXxisting)
m @ ) Hiawatha Corridor Light Rail & Stations (Future)
Central/SW Corridor Light Rail & Stations (Future)

B @ M Northstar Commuter Rail & Stations (Future)
Building Footprints

Parcels
Water
Park, Recreational/Preserve; Cemetary

Downtown Core

@ Streets Proposed to be converted from Two-Way
to One-way

@ Streets Proposed to be converted from One-Way
to Two-way
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE 1-94 WEST TO 7™ STREET RAMP PROJECT?

What is the purpose of the project?
The purpose of this project is to:

1. Improve connectivity from westbound 1-94 into
the downtown core;

2. Improve the operational efficiency of the
downtown Minneapolis street network,
specifically the 6th Street and 7th Street one-way
pair; and

3. Better manage A.M. peak hour traffic volumes
from westbound |-94 into downtown Minneapolis.

Why Is the project needed?
6" and 7™ Streets One-Way Pair

e 6" and 7" Streets function as part of the downtown one-way
street network, providing access to the regional freeway

system on the east and west sides of downtown.
Impacted by 6th St/11th Ave queues There is no direct connection between westbound 1-94 and

7™ Street on the east side of downtown.

There is a need to provide a connection between 7t Street

and the regional freeway system in order to improve the

operational efficiency of the downtown one-way street
‘)Congested

network.

A.M. Peak Hour Traffic
e Under existing conditions, the 5" Street ramp provides access

between westbound |-94 and Downtown East.
% However, 5™ Street does not provide an efficient route info
the downtown core. The Blue Line (Hiawatha) transitway

Congested disrupts traffic operations along the &t Street corridor.

Many travelers using the 5" Street ramp use alternate routes
to access the downtown core, resulting in congestion and
delays at the 6™ Street and 7" Street intersections with 11t
Avenue during the A.M. peak hour.

Therefore, there is a need to better manage A.M. peak hour
fratfic volumes entering downtown Minneapols.







)
#3 N
S
5, 7
N

Consulting Group, Inc.

N

50 100

g

scale in feet

(@)

LEGEND

[ ]  PAveD RoADWAY
G 7TH STREET [[] BRIDGES & RETAINING WALLS
- - I  RAISED MEDIANS & CURBS
6.0 |_6.0' | 6.0', 9.0' | 11.0' 11.0' | 13.0' , 6.0' | 6.0" 6.0 CONCRETE SHARED USE PATH
WEA)I(_.K BI?_)VD PARKING THRU THRU THRU BI-%_)VD WEAXL.K - AND SIDEWALKS
G PROPOSED TRAFFIC SIGNAL
L% 2,04 | 4.5 1.5% 1.5%, 1.5% _2.0% .2.04 <~ TRAFFIC FLOW
EX. B624 C&G EX. B624 C&G
NOTES:
PROPOSED 7TH STREET — POTENTIAL PARKING SECTION
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH @ POTENTIAL BUS LANE
MEETS STANDARDS PER STATE AID RULE 8820.9946
€ 7TH STREET
R/W R/W
6.0 | 6.0' | 6.0, 16.0" . 12.0' , 16.0" , 6.0' | 6.0'| 6.0
EX. EX. THRU THRU THRU EX. EX.
WALK BLVD BLVD WALK
2.07 2.0x% 1.5% 1.5%4|1.5% 1.5% 2.0% 2.0%
—j ———— al:fe WY ——""—— S
EX. B624 C&G EX. B624 C&G &7\
PROPOSED 7TH STREET — POTENTIAL NO PARKING SECTION Q;)N
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH o
MEETS STANDARDS PER STATE AID RULE 8820.9936
€ 7TH STREET RAMP G 7TH STREET RAMP
Lr—gn /4.0', 8.0 8.0' ,4.0', 1 g g 4.0',_ 8.0' [4.0', 12.0
SHLD SHLD SHLD
0._2..4_‘ . o-—z"—-‘
2__0/ z.on, | zoox lo.gr) 2__0/ 2.0z, 2.0
L 1 [
PROPOSED 7TH STREET RAMP BRIDGE
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH
ROAD DESIGN MANUAL 9-2.03.02
BRIDGE DESIGN FIG 2.1.4.8
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OPTION A -
7th St — 3 Lane One-Way Roadway, 2 Lane Bridge Approaching 7th St from [-94W, Existing Hiawatha
Ramp to Remain Unchanged and a Signal is added at the 7th St and 13th Ave Intersection
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SIGNAL ALTERNATIVE #1
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PAVED ROADWAY

¢ 7TH STREET BRIDGES & RETAINING WALLS

RN o s v s s s . . RIW - RAISED MEDIANS & CURBS
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EX. B624 C&G EX. B624 C&G
PROPOSED 7TH STREET — POTENTIAL PARKING SECTION
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH
MEETS STANDARDS PER STATE AID RULE 8820.9946
€ 7TH STREET
R/W R/W
6.0" | 6.0' | 6.0', 16.0 . 12.0" . 16.0' , 6.0' | 6.0'| 6.0
EX. EX THRU THRU THRU EX. EX.
WALK | BLVD BLVD | WALK
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I o ——— — — 1
S
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PROPOSED 7TH STREET — POTENTIAL NO PARKING SECTION
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH @
MEETS STANDARDS PER STATE AID RULE 8820.9936

€ 7TH STREET RAMP § 7TH STREET RAMP
8.0' 4.0 12.0
2.0%, ‘ 2.0%,

PROPOSED 7TH STREET RAMP BRIDGE
DESIGN SPEED = 30 MPH
ROAD DESIGN MANUAL 9-2.03.02
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OPTION B -
7th St — 3 Lane One-Way Roadway, 2 Lane Bridge Approaching 7th St from I[-94W and
Reduce Existing Hiawatha Ramp to 1 Lane
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