
                   

 
6th Avenue North Paving Project – Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Issue Resolution 

1.  Street, parking lane, and sidewalk 
widths? 

Street lane widths to be 11-feet. Parking lanes to be 8-feet.  This 
will maximize sidewalk widths to facilitate pedestrian movements, 
allow space for lighting and give more room on sidewalk for 
temporary snow storage.  Sidewalks to be minimum 8-feet wide. 

2. Why are pavers being used on this 
project?  Aren’t they more 
expensive than asphalt? Do they 
last? 

The Warehouse District Historic Street Plan (WDHSP) guides this 
area to maintain the historic pavers for the street surface.  The 
City has received a Transportation Enhancements grant from the 
Met Council to mitigate the costs of the pavers and other items in 
the project. The current street was paved with pavers in 1926.  The 
pavers have good longevity and will last for the expected life of the 
street going forward. 

3. Sidewalks – concerns regarding 
trucks backing over sidewalks to 
access loading areas. Can 
sidewalks go up and over loading 
docks? 

It is unfeasible for sidewalks to go up and over loading docks. The 
existing configuration doesn’t allow it. There is not enough space 
for grades needed to meet ADA. Pedestrians use the street now, 
sidewalks will make the situation better, also with sidewalks 
added, the expectation of potential pedestrians is introduced, and 
will raise the level awareness of delivery truck operators 

4.  Why aren’t there bump-outs at 
every intersection? 

The WDHSP studied this issue and to preserve the historic nature 
and use of the area, bump-outs were not included in the plan.  The 
bump-outs shown at 5th are outside the historic area.  The bump-
out at Washington Avenue is included as an exception at a very 
busy intersection to facilitate pedestrian movements. 

5. Has the BAC and PAC been 
included in the process? 

6th Avenue North is not a designated bicycle route and therefore 
the BAC has not been involved.  A presentation was made to the 
PAC to review the layout. 5th Ave N is an adjacent bike route. 

6. Crosswalks material? Crosswalks will be concrete rather than pavers, to provide the 
smoothest travel way for pedestrians. 

7. How will truck movements 
operate with the narrower street? 

In the areas where loading operations occur, the sidewalks will tie 
in to the street via surmountable curb, driveway type transitions 
or flush as the case warrants.  Some movements will need to 
utilize the sidewalk. 

8. Why is there landscaping from 5th 
Street to the alley between 4th and 
3rd? 
 
 

The WDHSP anticipated landscaping in this area since it is not in 
the historic district. The boundary line of the historic district 
follows the alley between 4th and 3rd. Landscaping was not 
included in the historic area. 



6th Avenue North Paving Project- Issues and Resolutions 
 
9. Why aren’t there pavers shown on 

6th Avenue north of Washington 
Avenue? 

The intent of the project is to salvage the existing pavers and reuse 
them to re-pave the street as it is reconstructed.  It is anticipated 
that the project as shown on the layout may be short of pavers 
due to the practical yield as the pavers are salvaged. A percentage 
will be unusable. It is likely that pavers from outside the project, 
same brand and vintage, may need to be purchased as part of the 
project to supplement the usable salvaged pavers. 

10. Concerns have been raised that 
narrowing the streets will make it 
very difficult for business 
operations during the day; it has 
been stated that it is common for 
delivery trucks to double park to 
make deliveries and with 
narrower streets other vehicles 
will not be able to get by. 

This potential issue is acknowledged.  To mitigate, the City will 
work with property owners to find operational solutions. 

11. Maintenance Policy? Work in progress.  

12. Can the Xcel lines be buried 
underground? 

The estimated cost to do that over the project area is $200 - $250K 
per block (3-1/2 blocks).  All those costs would need to be 
assessed to the adjacent properties.  Since the current street 
assessment is $303k, when you add a minimum of $700k for the 
undergrounding, it would more than triple the assessments to the 
affected properties.  It was determined that raising the assessment 
in that amount would not be practical. 
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